Going the Distance in 2018
Celebrating Successes and Strengthened Relationships

100,000 square feet in development
$50 million in new investment
850,000+ square feet

36 business, retention and expansion visits
113 workforce solutions Facebook followers
Co-hosted FOUR job fairs

in pending projects

“Southwest Johnson County has become
an industrial heavyweight. I truly appreciate
the EDC’s efforts to connect investors to
opportunities and new projects.”

– Joe Caldwell
EDC Incoming Board Chair, Division Director,
Bartlett & West

“In 2018, Gardner was ranked as the third fastestgrowing city in Kansas and is consistently one
of the top 20 largest cities in the state…we have
developed a greater presence in the larger vision
of the region…this is due in part to our enhanced
relationship with Southwest Johnson County
Economic Development Corporation.”

– Gardner Mayor Steve Shute,
(Gardner News, 1/4/19)

AN N UAL REPO RT

A Message from the President
2018 marked the 25th anniversary
of the EDC and this year, the region
kept the ball rolling with $50 million
and 100,000 square feet in new
investment. We finalized several of
the many active projects, welcoming
a new Price Chopper, MidAmerica
Bank, Enterprise Car Leasing, First
Point Urgent Care, Hampton Inn
and Belfonte Car Wash to Gardner along with Image
Environmental to New Century AirCenter. With a
continued focus on existing businesses, we were able to
identify and address many opportunities and challenges
36 local businesses are facing.

Celebrating Successes
in 2018

WELCOME NEW INVESTORS!

This year we will continue our game plan for success,
focusing on serving current businesses to encourage
retention and expansion, finalizing active projects and
connecting with site consultants and developers to
promote Gardner and New Century AirCenter. Currently,
we are working on two new site certification programs—
BNSF for rail and AEROready for air. Be on the lookout
for more details on these great new programs in 2019!
Most importantly, we will continue going to great lengths
to ensure our investors are connected to mutually
beneficial business opportunities with development
projects. The EDC is here to serve as your strategic
business partner and will continue to invest resources to
ensure the prosperity and success of this community.
We have the ideal location for industrial, warehouse and
distribution facilities — as well as the ancillary services
like retail, restaurants and hotels that support those
businesses. As the central distribution point with national
and international access to transportation of goods via
land, air and rail, Southwest Johnson County is at the
intersection of connection.
That is why in Southwest Johnson County, Business
Moves Here.
Sincerely,
Greg Martinette
President, Southwest Johnson County Economic
Development Corporation

LEASE RENEWALS
The Coleman Company
The Coleman Company, Inc. renewed its
1,107,000 square-foot lease in Gardner’s
Midwest Commerce Center just north of I-35
and 175th Street. A decade ago, Coleman was
one of the first large industrial companies to
locate to Southwest Johnson County.

LEASED SPACE
Image Environmental
• Leased the Brig (2 New Century Pkwy)
along with Upfield Foods (formerly
Unilever) administrative staff

